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to ask you if you thought that was an appro-
priate expenditure of taxpayer money and if
you think the privilege should continue
once—or if—she finally does announce her
candidacy.

The President. Well, part of how she trav-
els is determined by the Secret Service. She
is willing to do—first of all, in the exploratory
phase and if she should become a candidate,
she will fully comply with all the Federal
rules and regulations that govern her. But
part of how she travels is determined by what
the Secret Service says. And you’d be amazed
how many times in the last few years we’ve
wanted to take the train to New York, for
example, and haven’t been able to do it.

So these are legitimate questions that we
take quite seriously, she takes seriously, and
we’re trying to work through them as best
as possible.

Yes sir, in the back.

War in the Balkans and President’s
Legacy

Q. Thank you, sir. How do you want to
be remembered abroad, as a leader who
wanted to shape America’s face among other
nations? How do you want to be remem-
bered in the Balkans, in Eastern Europe,
where people have strong feelings about
America, different kinds of feelings? And
pardon me for asking that, do you expect if
someone, somewhere, wants to put a price
tag on your head, just as the State Depart-
ment offered $5 million to get Mr. Milosevic,
given the controversy that NATO leaders
might also have committed war crimes by
bombing vital infrastructure in the region?
Thank you.

The President. Well, first of all, we have
not put a price on Mr. Milosevic’s head for
someone to kill him. We have offered a re-
ward for people who can arrest and help
bring to justice war criminals, because of the
absence of honoring the international extra-
dition rules in Serbia. So let’s get that clear.
No one is interested in that. The United
States policy is opposed to assassination, has
been since Gerald Ford was President, offi-
cially, and I have rigorously maintained it.
So we don’t try to do that to heads of state.
So that’s the first thing.

Secondly, NATO did not commit war
crimes. NATO stopped war crimes. NATO
stopped deliberate, systematic efforts at eth-
nic cleansing and genocide. And we did it
in a way to minimize civilian casualties. Our
pilots were up there—I’m telling you, there
were days when they were consistently risk-
ing their lives because the Serbs were firing
at them with shoulder-fired missiles in the
midst of highly populated villages, and the
pilots did not fire back and take them out
because they knew if they missed, they would
kill civilians.

Yes, there were civilians killed. But I will
say again, if you compare the civilian losses
here with the losses in Desert Storm, it’s not
even close. They did a magnificent job. They
were brave. We tried to minimize casualties.
Every target we hit was relevant to the, es-
sentially, the state machine of terrorism that
Mr. Milosevic was running.

And finally, I’m not concerned right now
about how I’m being remembered; I’ll be re-
membered when I’m gone. Right now, I’m
not gone, and I’ve got lots to do.

Yes, go ahead.

U.S. Presence in Okinawa
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You’re just

back from the G–8 summit meeting in Co-
logne, Germany, and next year you’re going
to Okinawa, Japan, for another summit meet-
ing. Okinawa is the home of a huge U.S. mili-
tary presence in Japan and the Far East. And
I’m wondering if you will try hard and resolve
all the major issues pending between the
U.S. and Japanese Governments about the
U.S. bases in Okinawa, most importantly, the
relocation of the Futenma Air Base, before
you go there next year. Thank you.

The President. Absolutely. I don’t want
to go over there and have all these things
hanging out. I hope they’ll all be resolved.
Let me say, I think it’s a very exciting thing,
and I congratulate Prime Minister Obuchi
on wanting to host this conference in Oki-
nawa. It’s very unusual, in a way, for a leader
to do that, to take the conference so far away
from the capital city. And I think it’s very
farsighted. I hope it will be good for the peo-
ple and the economy of Okinawa, and I hope
to goodness we’ll have all the outstanding
issues resolved by the time we get there.


